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January Meeting

More than 30 people attended the January meeting at the Pittsford Library on January 9th. Arpad led Help’s Half Hour
responding to more questions than asked in the December meeting.

 Steve Staub made several announcements to start the business portion of the meeting..
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1. See him if your dues are due. He mentioned the number of members in arrears and the critical state of the treasury. 
2. The planning committee is wrestling with ways to further reduce the cost of producing and distributing the Monitor, the
Societies largest expenditure. Although electronic distributions would be less expensive, a majority of the members have
previously expressed preferences for a hard copy. It was also noted that many of the new members became aware of the
Society through copies of the Monitor that are available at libraries and some computer outlets. Increased sales of advertising
space would certainly help so if you have any suggestions for possible advertisers please call Steve. An increase in dues that
has been championed by former vice president and long-time member Frank Howden may not be far off. 
3. The planning group will meet at Sally’s house at 7:00 PM February 6th. Members are welcome to attend. 
4. The newsletter will be assembled at St. Stephens Saturday, Jan. 13th at 9:30 AM.
5. The February meeting will be at the Brighton Library on Feb. 13th with Video Editing–Part 1 as the topic.
6. We will need someone to run Help’s Half Hour next month.
7. Dave Thompson announced the time and location of the next Photography SIG meeting. 
8. Any one with ideas for future programs should pass them to Mike Lavelle.
9. 50/50 tickets would be sold during the social break.

The evening’s presentation was Video Editing, Part 1. John McMillan, the speaker, finished the business meeting by
projecting a theater like short, touting the lobby snack bar. After the social break, he reconvened the group with a humorous
warning about video copying before tackling the main subject. 

During the introduction he set some boundaries, stating that the talk would concentrate upon gathering material for
a video. Clips of data consisting of sound, video, titles and still photos were likened to pieces of a puzzle. He described in
some detail how to use various Adobe Premier screens to assemble things and get them organized without getting into the
actual editing and construction of a video. It was like getting the puzzle out of the box, putting the pieces face up and sorting
them by shape or color but without trying to connect them.

After some background on what kindled his interest, he used slides based upon screen shots that focused on Adobe
Premier’s Project screen. Before getting to the nitty gritty of the Project Work Area there was a brief description of some
factors that control a project. The Project Work Area is where references to all of the projects clips and how they are used
is stored. It is a dual pane window like Windows Explorer but instead of folders, the left pane lists Bins. For better
organization, multiple Bins and even Sub Bins can be used. Separate Bins for sounds, stills, titles and videos were suggested.

John detailed how to import files to sound and still bins and how to build Titles, thereby making them available for
future editing actions. Techniques for each of these differs and numerous slides were used to describe their use. He went
on to discuss “capturing,” the term for downloading video from a camera to the computer. Once again multiple screens were
used to cover the topic completely. Webmaster Bob Avery will put copies of the slides on the Society’s web site. 

Helpful hints and humor were liberally sprinkled into, the talk, hopefully making the massive number of facts a little
more palatable. To reinforce some of the material covered, John also used the Adobe Premier program to demonstrate
situations such as 

1. Opening an existing project.
2. Establishing multiple bins for better organization of project contents.
3. Importing files previously stored on the computer into bins.
4. Building titles, both fixed and moving.
5. Rough cuts while capturing raw footage from the camera 
If you liked what you saw and would like to learn more, join us at the Brighton Library February 13th for Part 2, Putting

It All Together.
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